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How to repair a gravel driveway.

It happens to the best of them. No matter how hard you work at it, how conscientious you are about
maintaining it, eventually your gravel driveway is going to need some serious repairs. Potholes,
washboards, gravel depletion, erosion. Over time, some or all of those problems will be yours to
deal with. So here are some tips for dealing with these problems.
Getting started.
The first thing you’ll need to do is to get the driveway surface as close to universally smooth and
even as you can. If you have erosion, potholes, etc., you should use a box blade with scarifiers or
land plane with scarifiers to break up the overall surface to a universal depth. With potholes, you
really need to churn the driveway down to just below the bottom of the pothole, but not into the
driveway’s foundation. (Yours does have a foundation, doesn’t it?).
Start by setting the sacrifiers to the desired depth. A couple inches deep will often suffice. Again,
avoid digging into the driveway’s foundation. If you churn up anything half the size of your fist or
larger, you’ve gone too deep.
Use the box blade or land plane to work over the entire surface of the driveway.
At this point, you’ll need to decide what size gravel you might need to apply. If your drive is soft
and potentially muddy, you should consider putting down a layer of 1½-2½” crushed gravel. This
will produce a good, stable layer that would provide good drainage, which will help prevent erosion.
You might then top this with a good layer of ¾-inch minus gravel. This means the gravel will
include everything from ¾-inch pieces all the way down to fines, or powder. This product will
compact well, so you can create a firm, smooth surface.
Smooth things out.
Now, using a rear blade set up perpendicular to your tractor and in its reversed position, smooth
the drive’s entire new surface, allowing the blade to float along the ground. You should now have a
good, firm surface to work with.
You could also use a land plane instead of a rear blade to accomplish the same thing. When you're
on site and ready to work, with the land plane on the ground, set your 3-point in “float” position.
Since the 3-point doesn’t exert any down pressure, your land plane will now float along the surface
of the ground.
Beginning in the center of your drive, run the land plane over the surface. Gravel and other material
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will begin to accumulate in the interior of the land plane. As it fills, the gravel will begin to spread
out evenly over the surface of the drive. Make several passes until you’ve covered the entire drive
from edge to edge and created a smooth, even surface.
And remember, always read the Operator’s Manual before operating any piece of equipment and
follow all operating and safety instructions.
Helpful Links:
How to use a box blade. The basics.
How to maintain a gravel driveway.
Frontier Box Blades
Frontier Rear Blades
Frontier Land Planes
Frontier Landscape Equipment
Notes From The Field: How to gravel a country lane. (Video)
Notes From The Field: How to maintain a gravel drive. (Video)
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